drunkard, was brought to the Hertford British Hospital at 5 p.m. 011 Thursday, 24th July 1879. As I happened then to be at the hospital, I at once granted him admission; and proceeded to examine him as soon as he was laid in bed. 1 recognised in him a man whom twice before I had had as an hospital patient?first with a bad stricture and perineal abscess, and then with pleurisy.
On both occasions, he had alcoholic delirium. He looked very ill and haggard. In reply to my inquiries, he stated that since he was treated three years ago for stricture, he had had no recurrence of that malady; and that since he left the hospital, two years ago, atter his attack of pleurisy, he had only once, for a few days, been prevented from following his employment, although he had had always (i a shortness of wind." Upon the one occasion on which he broke down, lie was only confined to his lodgings for about a week, with what he regarded as "a feverish cold;" but which, from his description of the symptoms, seems to have been a pleurisy. He admitted that though he had only once been obliged to discontinue work, he had had, from time to time, days of discomfort from shortness of breath and pain in the chest.
He attributed the illness for which he was admitted on 24th
July 1879 to an injury received in a fall five days previously? that is to say, on the afternoon of Saturday, the 19th July. Till then, lie assured me, he had been quite able to do liis work, and had not been more ailing than usual. The woman who brought him to the hospital stated that he had not slept for three days and three nights, and that during the last night he had passed in his lodgings, he had been very noisy and delirious. With 
